Claims 

/ . 1 . A filter product comprising filtration media and a fi'ame assembly 
provided along at least a portion of the filtration media, the filter product having an input 
faceVid an output face of the filtration media for permitting carrier fluid to pass 
therethrough while removing a filtrate component, the fi-ame assembly comprising: 

a ^pport fi-ame having a length and extending along at least the portion of the 
filtration media, the support fi-ame comprising a plurality of media engagement elements 
arranged in sim)orting contact with and proximal to an edge of the filtration media on a 
first side of the mration media; and 

a hold dowrkfi-ame having a length and extending along at least the portion of the 
filtration media, the nbld down fi-ame comprising a plurality of media engagement 
elements arranged in supporting contact with and proximal to the edge of the filtration 
media on a second side of\he filtration media; 

wherein the support mme and hold down fi-ame are interactively assembled 
together to provide the firame assembly proximal to at least a portion of the edge of the 
filtration media with the media en^gement elements of the support fi-ame interacting 
with the media engagement elementssof the hold down firame to support the filtration 
media in between by contacting the filtmtion media at its first and second sides, and at 
least one of the support fi*ame and the holX down fi-ame fiirther includes a wall portion 
spaced firom its media engagement elementsVo as to define a channel positioned to run 
along the portion of the edge of the filtration mfedia. 

2. The filter product of claim 1 , whereiMhe filtration media is positioned 
within a compression zone between the media engagement elements of the support frame 
and the hold down frame and further extends beyond the compression zone toward the 
wall portion that is spaced from the media engagement elenmits. 

3. The filter product of claim 2, wherein the filtratiommedia extends toward 
the wall portion by a distance at least equal to twice the thickness oohe filtration media. 
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4. The filter product of claim 2, wherein the support fi-ame and the hold 
d^n fi-ame each comprise at least one side frame component and an end frame 
con^onent with each side frame component comprising the plurality of media 
engagement elements arranged in series along the side frame component. 

5. \ The filter product of claim 4, wherein the media engagement elements 
comprise tootMike projections defining a series of peaks and troughs, and side media 
engagement elements of the supporting frame mesh with side media engagement 
elements of the holci down frame. 

6. The filtOT product of claim 5, wherein the support frame and the hold 
down frame each compnke a pair of space side frame components and a pair of end frame 
components with each sideSframe component comprising the plurality of media 
engagement elements arranged in series along the side frame components, and the media 
engagement elements comprisktooth-like projections defining a series of peaks and 
troughs so that side media engagWent elements of the supporting frame mesh with side 
media engagement elements of the laold down frame. 

7. The filter product of clann 6, wherein the filtration media comprises a 
pleated media positioned between the sideonedia engagement elements of the support 
frame and the hold down frame on spaced suies of the filter product, wherein the 
supported filtration media extends beyond theVde media engagement elements. 

8. The filter product of claim 7, whereip the pleated media comprises 
particulate matter within its composition. 

9. The filter product of claim 7, wherein eacliSsupport frame side component 
comprises a sidewall that is spaced from its respective side m^dia engagement elements 
by a wall portion interconnected between the side media engagbpent elements and the 
spaced sidewall so as to define a channel in between. 



23 



\ 1 0. The filter product of claim 9, wherein the side media engagement elements 
of me support frame extend at an angle away from the sidewall on each support frame 
side component. 

1 K The filter product of claim 9, wherein each hold down frame side 
component comprises a gasket side wall that is spaced from its respective side media 
engagement eiWnents by another wall portion interconnected between the side media 
engagement elements and the spaced gasket side wall to define a channel in between, and 
the side wall of tha support frame is positioned within the side wall channel of the hold 
down frame. \ 

12. The filtCT product of claim 1 1, fiirther comprises a releasable snap 
connection between the side wall of at least one support frame side component and the 
gasket side wall of at leastVne hold down frame side component. 

13. The filter product of claim 12, wherein the snap connection comprising a 
flange extending from the side w^U of at least one support frame side component and a 
lock protrusion that extends from tP^ gasket side wall of the hold down frame side 
component within the hold down frame side channel to releasably lock the flange within 
a space defined by the lock protrusion w^hin the hold down frame side channel. 

14. The filter product of claim l iWherein the lock protrusion includes a 
sloped lock surface to fit beneath the flange, which slope increases the space defined by 
the lock protrusion within the hold down frame side channel as the sloped lock surface 
extends from the gasket side wall. \ 

15. The filter product of claim 1 1 , wherein me side media engagement 
elements of the hold down frame extend at an angle awaySfrom the gasket side wall on 
each hold down frame side component. \ 
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16. The filter product of claim 15, wherein the gasket side wall includes a 
flar^ portion that comprises at least a portion of an application mounting gasket of the 
filter pi^duct. 

1 7. \ The filter product of claim 4, wherein the end fi-ame components of the 
support fi-am^and the hold down fi-ame include end media engagement elements that 
extend toward one another and define a filtration media compression zone between them 
for securing the filtration media in place proximal to an end of the filtration media. 
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1 8. The filtV product of claim 1 7, wherein the end firame component of the 
support fi-ame comprise^an end wall spaced from its end media engagement element by a 
wall portion so as to definW channel in between, and the end media engagement element 
extends at an angle away fi-om the spaced end wall. 

19. The filter product of claim 1 8, wherein the end component of the hold 
down frame comprises a gasket end wall spaced from its end media engagement element 
by a wall portion so as to define aVhannel in between, and the end wall of the support 
frame is positioned within the end wall channel of the hold down frame. 



20. The filter product of clarm 19, wherein the gasket end wall includes a 
flared portion that comprises at least a poijion of an application mounting gasket of the 
filter product. 



21 . A filter product comprising filtration media and a frame assembly 
provided along at least a portion of the filtration media, the filter product having an input 
face and an output face of the filtration media for peimtting carrier fluid to pass 
therethrough while removing a filtrate component, the nWe assembly comprising: 

a support frame having a length and extending alonk at least the portion of the 
filtration media, the support frame comprising a wall portion land at least one media 
engagement element spaced from the wall portion and arrangeo^ supporting contact 
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with and proximal to an edge of the filtration media on a first side of the filtration media; 
,and 

a hold down firame having a length and extending along at least the portion of the 
filtraHon media, the hold down fi-ame comprising a wall portion and at least one media 
engagemtot element spaced firom the wall portion and arranged in supporting contact 
with and pros^imal to the edge of the filtration media on a second side of the filtration 
media; 

wherein th^upport fi*ame and hold down fi-ame are interactively assembled 
together to provide the. fi*ame assembly proximal to at least a portion of the edge of the 
filtration media with theVedia engagement elements of the support fi-ame interacting 
with the media engagemenMements of the hold down fi-ame to support the filtration 
media inbetween by contacting the filtration media at its first and second sides, and the 
wall portion of one of the suppoW frame and the hold down frame is positioned between 
the media engagement element and wall portion of the other. 
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22. A filter product comprising filtration media and a frame assembly 

provided along at least a portion of theViltration media, the filter product having an input 

face and an output face of the filtration i^dia for permitting carrier fluid to pass 

therethrough while removing a filtrate coirtoonent, the frame assembly comprising: 

a support frame having a length and Wending along at least the portion of the 
filtration media, the support frame comprisingVt least one media engagement element 
arranged in supporting contact with and proxima^to an edge of the filtration media on a 
first side of the filtration media; and 

a hold down frame having a length and exteMng along at least the portion of die 
filtration media, the hold down frame comprising at least one media engagement element 
arranged in supporting contact with and proximal to the e^ge of the filtration media on a 
second side of the filtration media; 

wherein the support frame and hold down frame are interactively assembled 
together to provide the frame assembly proximal to at least a portion of the edge of the 
filtration media with the media engagement elements of the suppVt frame interacting 
with the media engagement elements of the hold down frame to su^rt the filtration 
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infe^ia inbetween by contacting the filtration media at its first and second sides, and at 
least one^DCj^ie support frame and the hold down frame further includes a wall portion 
spaced from its media^gagement element with its media engagement element angled 
away from the side wall. 
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